Fifth grade students…
Do you want to learn to play an instrument
and perform with your friends?
Join the band!
Every student should have a great time learning how to play a band instrument! Your child has
an opportunity to join the Upper Arlington Band Program this year. Through participation in
band, students will learn about music, gain valuable life skills, develop creativity, and have fun
making music with friends!
We will be meeting with 5th graders during the school day to give them a chance to learn about
band instruments and discover which instruments they would like to try. Important dates are as
follows:
Fitting Sessions:

September 3 by Appointment (4:00-8:00 pm) – UAHS Band Room
September 4 by Appointment (4:00-8:00 pm) – UAHS Band Room

Parents and students should sign up for their own personal Ten-Minute Fitting Session. The signup genius link can be found on the band website (UABand.org) It is important every student be
fitted for an instrument because a fitting helps ensure each student will find success and some
physical characteristics are better suited to specific instruments. In a fitting, students will have
the opportunity to try all of the following instruments which are available in 5th grade band:
flute, clarinet, alto sax, trumpet, trombone, baritone, and percussion. Fittings will take place in
the high school band room. If you have questions please email tfessler@uaschools.org
To ensure your child gets off to a great start, we encourage careful consideration regarding
instrument selection. A professional line instrument is certainly not necessary at this time
however quality should play a major role when considering a purchase or rental. Even beginner
or entry-level instruments can vary greatly in quality. Cheap instruments or those purchased
online may be seriously inferior; please refer to the recommended brands on the second page of
this letter. Students should have all instruments and supplies by the week of September 9th. The
most up to date information on required supplies can be found on the band website
(UABand.org)
Unless your family already has an instrument that has been inspected by one of the following
retailers, we recommend renting an instrument from a reputable music retailer. There are many
reliable sources for music, instruments, and supplies including the following:
Rettig Music
Dublin
614-792-2100
www.rettigmusic.com

Music and Arts
Hilliard
614-876-9004
www.musicarts.com

Buckeye Brass
Dublin
614-499-8626
www.Buckeyebrassandwinds.com

Top Ten Reasons to Participate
in the Upper Arlington Band Program
1. Creativity - Being able to think on your feet, approach tasks from different perspectives and think outside of the box
will distinguish your child from others. In the Upper Arlington band program, your child will be asked to perform
music in different ways and create music to communicate their feelings and moods. When children have practice
thinking creatively, it will come naturally to them now and in their future career.
2. Confidence - The skills developed through band, not only train your child how to convincingly deliver a message,
but also build the confidence they need to take command of the stage. Band training gives children practice stepping
out of their comfort zone and gives children the confidence to perform in front of large audiences.
3. Problem Solving - Artistic creations are born through the solving of problems. How do I portray a particular
emotion through music? What are others playing and how does my part fit the overall sound? Without even realizing it
kids that participate in band are consistently being challenged to solve problems. This will help develop important
problem-solving skills necessary for success in any career.
4. Perseverance - When a child picks up a band instrument for the first time, she/he knows that playing Bach right
away is not an option; however, when that child practices, learns the skills and techniques and doesn't give up, that
Bach concerto is that much closer. In an increasingly competitive world, where people are being asked to continually
develop new skills, perseverance is essential to achieving success.
5. Focus - The ability to focus is a key skill developed through playing in band. Participation requires each participant
to not only think about their role, but also how their role contributes to the big picture of what is being created.
Research has shown that participation in the band improves children’s abilities to concentrate and focus in other
aspects of their lives.
6. Non-Verbal Communication - Through experiences in band, children learn to breakdown the mechanics of nonverbal communication. They experience different ways of creating sounds and how those sounds communicate
different emotions. The ability to understand and interpret non-verbal communication is critical in all fields of
employment.
7. Receiving Constructive Feedback - Receiving constructive feedback about a performance is a regular part of band
instruction. Children learn that feedback is part of learning and it is not something to be offended by or to be taken
personally. It is something helpful. College recruiters and employers are looking for people with the ability to accept
and process constructive feedback.
8. Collaboration - Band is collaborative in nature. Through participation in band, children practice working together,
sharing responsibility, and compromising with others to accomplish a common goal. Through these experiences
children gain confidence and start to learn that their contributions have value even if they don’t have the biggest
role.
9. Dedication - When kids learn to follow through with artistic endeavors that result in a finished product or
performance, they learn to associate dedication with a feeling of accomplishment. They practice developing healthy
work habits like being on time for rehearsals and performances, respecting the contributions of others, and putting
effort towards the success of large projects.
10. Accountability - When children practice creating something collaboratively they get used to the idea that their
actions affect other people. They learn that when they are not prepared or on-time, that other people are negatively
impacted. Because mistakes are a regular part of the process of learning in band, children begin to see that mistakes
happen. Children learn to acknowledge mistakes, learn from them, and use those lessons to improve themselves and
the group.

