UPPER ARLINGTON
MARCHING BAND
UNIFORM INFORMATION
2019

Current uniform ‐ 2001 model / 1963 model last worn 1981

This packet has all of the information about the marching band uniforms
you will ever want to know.
Please bear in mind that the information contained here is written in stone.
Until the stone is broken and we carve a new one.

The History
The Golden Bear Marching Band’s current full uniform was first used in 2001, and is a compilation of the band’s previous uniforms
and represents the band’s military style of marching. Based on the uniforms of West Point, Notre Dame, and Ohio State, the 100%
wool uniforms are dyed true black with accents of metallic gold that glitter brilliantly under the lights. The plume which adorns the hat
consists of the feathers of South African male turkeys. The seven gold buttons placed in the center of the waist coat are emblazoned
with two golden bears supporting a crest with the words, “Salus populi suprema lex esto” which means “Let the welfare of the people
be the supreme law.” The motto is borrowed from the state seal of Missouri.
The Upper Arlington marching band uniform is a time tested classy look based on our marching history. A black tailored hip length
coat with a white decorative belt and a left chest logo clearly shows our audience “elegance in simplicity”. A snappy scoop top shako
hat completes our uniform.

Drum major uniforms differ from the rest of the band. The drum majors wear white pants
with a short waist black coat. Their hat, known as a Busby, is flocked white and is 14
inches tall. They wear spats designed to look like high black boots.

Summer uniforms, worn for the 4th of July parade and for designated football games early in the season, are comprised of black
shoes, black casual slacks, black belt and a yellow Upper Arlington Marching Band polo shirt. Drum majors wear white shoes, white
slacks, black belt and a black Upper Arlington polo shirt.
Uniform Assignment
Each summer, prior to the start of the marching season, returning and incoming members must attend a uniform fitting appointment,
typically held over a 4 day period. During the fitting, the student will be assigned the dress uniform and hat box to be used
throughout the marching season. The uniform will be tailored (by band volunteers) to fit. A uniform fee is included in the band
registration fee that helps cover the cost of dry cleaning and repairs. Each member must purchase the accessories (plume, gloves,
spats, suspenders), as needed. Summer band shirts must also be purchased for all new members and as needed by returning
members. Summer band shirts are sold during the Family picnic at the end of June, and are worn during the 4th of July Parade

Inspection
The uniform, whether summer or winter, makes an important statement about the band. Prior to all performances, the band directors
conduct a uniform inspection. The students are responsible for knowing the components of each uniform, their instrument needs, and
must have all the necessary items to pass inspection.
Responsibilities
While the uniforms are professionally dry cleaned as needed (paid from the uniform fee included with registration), each band
member is responsible for keeping the dress uniform as clean as possible and hanging it neatly after each performance. The dress
uniform remains at school. Each band member is responsible for bringing their hat box, which stores the hat and accessories, to each
performance. Accessories must be kept clean.

The parts of the Marching Band uniform to be purchased.
Plume – this item is purchased through the Boosters during the uniform fitting

Gloves ‐ this item is purchased through the Boosters during the uniform fitting

Suspenders ‐ not pictured as they are under the jacket holding up the pants.
this item is purchased through the Boosters during the uniform fitting

Spats ‐ this item is purchased through the Boosters during the uniform fitting

Summer Uniform Shirt
This will be available for purchase at the band
picnic prior to the July 4th Parade.
These shirts are also available for purchase
throughout the year.

Cost of the above mentioned items
Plume ‐ $ 15.50
Gloves ‐ $ 3.00
Suspenders ‐ $ 5.00
Spats ‐ $ 9.00
Beret ‐ $ 16.00 ***these are only for sousaphone players and possibly Drum Majors***
Summer uniform shirt ‐ $ 25.00

Parts of the Marching Band Uniform to be supplied by the student
Shoes
The shoes are to be solid black in color. No piping, stripes, logos, colored laces, multi‐tone shades, or LED undercarriage lighting.
The shoe also needs to have a heel. This is so that the strap for the Spat can pass underneath the shoe and not be torn off. The Band
will be performing in all weather conditions, so water proofing, comfort, and durability need to be considered.
This is a good shoe

This is not a good shoe

Socks
Solid black thigh high socks are to be worn with the Marching Band Uniform and the Summer Uniform.

Pants / Summer Uniform
The pants are to be solid black and should be a casual style of pant. NO JEANS ‐ NO YOGA PANTS!!!!
These will be worn for the July 4th Parade and other warm weather events.

Belt / Summer Uniform
Solid black belt, used to hold up the pants. No flashy belt buckles.

This is a good belt buckle

This is not

What to Wear Under the Uniform
Please remember that on occasions the Jacket may to be removed while the band is in public. Also please remember these uniforms are old and pants have split
open during performances. It is important to wear the appropriate attire under the uniforms.

Shirt
The band camp t‐shirt, a UA t‐shirt, plain black t‐shirt

Shorts
Black shorts, or black leggings.
Weather conditions will of course dictate what is worn under the uniform; however, please remember you have to march in what
you are wearing.

Uniform Fitting
At this point in time 02/13/2019 the uniform fitting will occur the week prior to Band Camp. The days and times will be Monday
thru Thursday from about 4pm till 7pm.
Monday ‐ seniors
Tuesday‐ juniors
Wednesday ‐ sophomores
Thursday ‐ freshman
This is a full dress out.
Please wear the clothing you plan to wear under the uniform during the season, and bring your SHOES!!
Upper Classman need wear their spats and suspenders. Please ensure that your gloves and plumes are in good order

*******IF YOU CAN SEW WE NEED YOUR HELP******
We desperately need help sewing uniforms. Please come and join
the sewing circle during the fitting times.

Symphonic Band / Concert Band
SYMPHONIC BAND
Symphonic Band will wear this attire to all Symphonic Band performances. Members must independently purchase their performance
attire.
Gentlemen: White button-down dress shirt, black dress pants, black dress jacket, black dress shoes (NO athletic shoes), black socks,
black bow tie (may be purchased from the band for a nominal fee).
Ladies: Black dress blouse, long (floor length) black skirt or black dress pants (NO jeans), black dress shoes (NO athletic shoes).
This attire is commonly referred to as “dress black” and is standard in performing groups.

CONCERT BAND
Concert Band will wear this attire to all Concert Band performances.
Gentlemen: White, long-sleeved dress shirt, black dress pants, black shoes (NO athletic shoes), and black
socks.
Ladies: White, long-sleeved shirt and black dress pants or skirt.

Please refer to the UAMB web site (www.uaband.org) for more information about the uniforms and the band.

